
Obligation and self defense

Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan Ch. 14, par. 21. Compare Fuller,
pp. 146-7.

A covenant not to defend myself from force, by
force, is always void. For (as I have showed before)
no man can transfer, or lay down his right to save
himself from death, wounds, and imprisonment,
(the avoiding whereof is the only end of laying down
any right, and therefore the promise of not resist-
ing force, in no covenant transferreth any right;
nor is obliging. For though a man may covenant
thus, unless I do so, or so, kill me; he cannot covenant
thus, unless I do so, or so, I will not resist you, when
you come to kill me. For man by nature chooseth the
lesser evil, which is danger of death in resisting;
rather than the greater, which is certain and present
death in not resisting. And this is granted to be true
by all men, in that they lead criminals to execution,
and prison, with armed men, notwithstanding that
such criminals have consented to the law, by which
they are condemned.
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