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Teaching Goals

My goal in teaching is to instill in my students a love of learning by providing them with a rigorous and exciting
classroom environment that is at the same time intellectually comfortable. My goal as a teacher is to be enthusi-
astic, dynamic, and clear in my presentation of course material.

Teaching Employment

Assistant Professor, Pomona College (2007-present)

Visiting Assistant Professor, Bucknell University (2005-2007)
Lecturer, University of California-Los Angeles (2003-2005)

Upper School Teacher, Lakeside School (2002-2003)

Teaching Assistant/Associate, University of Washington (1995-2002)

Summary of Experience

With many years of teaching experience, | am comfortable teaching Latin and Greek at any level, as well as a
wide range of literature-in-translation and etymology courses. My courses have included large lectures, small
discussion sections, and team-teaching situations. | have worked with diverse groups of students, including un-
dergraduates at two large universities, underprivileged college aspirants, and elite high school students. | also
have experience in writing-intensive courses.

Courses Taught

Latin Courses
Elementary Latin (UW, Lakeside, UCLA, Pomona)
Intensive Elementary Latin (UW)
Accelerated Elementary Latin (UW)
Cicero and Sallust (Lakeside)
Cicero and Catullus (UCLA)
Roman Epistolography (UCLA)
Imperial Roman Poetry (UCLA)
Virgil’s Aeneid, independent study (UCLA)
Cicero and Sallust (Bucknell)
Roman Lyric (Bucknell)
o Livy (Bucknell)
Greek Courses
e Accelerated Elementary Greek (UW)
e Sophocles’ Antigone (Bucknell)
o Homer’s lliad (Bucknell, Spring 07)
Translation Courses
Greek and Latin Classics in English (UW)
The Epic Tradition (UW)
Greek and Roman Mythology (UW)
Ancient Epic (UCLA)
Spectacle Entertainments of Ancient Rome (UCLA)
Roman Civilization (Bucknell)
Greek Tragedy (Bucknell)
Ancient Novel (Bucknell)
Ancient Comedy (Bucknell)
Roman Decadence (Pomona)
Other Courses
e Greek and Latin in Current Use (UW)
o Bioscientific Vocabulary from Greek and Latin (UW)
e Teaching Apprentice Practicum (UCLA)
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Methods and Approaches

I approach all the courses | teach from the perspective that learning is a collaborative and transformative proc-
ess, whereby students grow intellectually and ethically through contact with the subject matter and the instruc-
tor. Ultimately | am trying as a teacher to create a space in which the formulation and discussion of ideas be-
comes easy and spontaneous.

| believe that the purpose of learning Greek and Latin is to read Greek and Roman literature. Therefore my goal
in teaching the ancient languages is to get students reading and understanding classical texts as soon as possible.
This means providing students with both a systematic account of grammar and syntax and a basic understanding
of the literary, historical, philosophical, and cultural contexts of the Ancient Mediterranean. The provision of
these contexts, even at the first-year level, should prepare students for their own transformative experiences with
classical literature.

In teaching courses in translation | try to get students to articulate their readings of the texts, engage in construc-
tive debate with their peers, and form their own judgments as to the use and value of the ancient classics. In or-
der to foster this dialectical process, | utilize, among other things, lectures, media presentations, group assign-
ments, and even games. Ultimately the particular group of students will determine my approach to a discussion
class, and their needs will shape how | formulate questions, assign readings, and distribute research work.

Teaching good writing at the college level has become a particular issue in recent years. To this end I have taken
the attitude that “practice makes perfect” and have employed a variety of exercises to keep my students in the
practice of writing. In addition to monitoring the progress of large-scale research papers from abstract to bibli-
ography to draft to final version, | try to employ various other kinds of writing exercises both in and out of class.
Depending on the students, I may employ such devices as reading journals, in-class free-writing assignments
(graded or ungraded), stylistic analyses, etc., all in order to keep students in the habit of writing. Ultimately |
feel that this will lead to better formal essays and research papers, as well as to better writing in general.

Technology and Teaching

Wherever possible, and wherever | deem it helpful, I try to integrate technology in to my teaching. | have de-
signed, created, and maintained several websites related to many of the courses | have taught. The most current
website may be found at: pages.pomona.edu/~cmc24747.

Other uses of technology in the classroom | have employed range from the presentation of visual aids (graphs,
charts, digital images, etc.) to the use of interactive online quizzes in language courses (particularly in first-year
Latin). In teaching Roman Civilization | assembled a web resource page which students could use to access
translations of a variety of ancient writers and hence engage in historical research on closely-defined topics. |
also have extensive experience with the widely-used Blackboard Academic Suite.

Future Teaching

In the near future | would like to teach courses on Roman Elegy, Greek and/or Roman Comedy (translation or
original), Greek and/or Roman Epic (translation or original), and Greek and/or Roman History (including topics
such as gender and sexuality, justice and law, or warfare). In addition, | have formulated ideas about teaching
courses on Ancient Literary Criticism (Plato through Augustine), Greek and Roman rhetoric, Thebes in Greek
and Roman Literature (from a post-colonial perspective), Flavian Literary Culture, and the Poetry of Praise in
the Ancient World.
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