




  Phil/Mind Syllabus  3 

PRESIDENT’S DAY, 2/16 
 
How  do  we  s tu dy  c on s c io u sn es s ?  Wed 2/18 
Goldman, “Science, publicity, and consciousness” 
Dennett, “Who’s on first? Heterophenomenology 
explained” 
 
MATERIALISM 
Min d  a s  Beh av io r :  B eh a v io r i s m   Mon 2/23 
Ryle, “Descartes’ Myth” 
Turing, “Computing, machinery and intelligence” 
BMJ, chapter 2 
 
Min d  a s  B r a in :  I den t i t y  th eo r y  Wed 2/25 
 Mon 3/2 
Smart, “Sensations and brain processes” 
Armstrong, “Causal theory of mind” 
BMJ, chapter 6 
 
Min d  a s  C om pu te r :  Fu n c t i on a l i s m  Wed 3/4 
 (Mon 3/23) 
Turing, “Computing, machinery and intelligence” (focus on 

§§ 3–5, rather than the stuff on the Turing text)  
Putnam, “The nature of mental states” 
Block, “What is functionalism?” 

Block, “Troubles with functionalism” 
BMJ, chapters 3, 5, & 7  
 

MID-TERM EXAM, WED 3/11 

SPRING BREAK 
 
PUZZLES ABOUT CONSCIOUSNESS 
So met h in g  A bou t  Mar y  Wed 3/25  
Sacks, “Stereo Sue”  
Jackson, “Epiphenomenal qualia” 
Kathleen Akins, “A Bat Without Qualities” 

BMJ, chapter 8 
 
Mo da l  a r gu men t s  Mon 3/30, Wed 4/1 
Kripke, from Naming and Necessity 
Shoemaker, “The first person perspective” 
BMJ, chapters 4 and final section of chapter 6 
 
THOUGHT 
C on ten t  E x t e rn a l i sm  Mon, 4/6 
Putnam, “The meaning of ‘meaning’” 
BMJ, chapter 12 
 
Th e o ry  o f  C on t en t  Wed, 4/8 & Mon 4/13 
Dretske, “A recipe for thought” 
Fodor, on asymmetric depedence 
Millikan, “Biosemantics”  
BMJ, chapters 11 & 13 

TERM PAPER DUE MON 4/13 
AT 9 A.M. 

 
C h in es e  Roo m  Wed, 4/15  

Searle, “Is the brain’s mind a computer program?” 
Churchlands, “Could a machine think?” 
BMJ, chapter 7 
 
Th e  I n ten t ion a l  S t an c e  Mon, 4/20 
Dennett, “True believers” 
BMJ, chapter 9 
 
HOW WE LEARN ABOUT THE MIND WED, 4/22 
 Mon 4/29 

Baron-Cohen, Leslie, & Frith, “Does the autistic child have 
a ‘theory of mind’”?  
Gordon & Baker, “Autism and the ‘theory of mind’ debate” 
Carruthers, “Autism as Mind-Blindness” 
 

FINAL EXAM 
WEDNESAY MAY 13, 2 P.M. 

(PER 5C SCHEDULE) 
 

EFRON LECTURES 
Ned Block, New York University 

David Rosenthal, City University of New York 
Mon 2/9, 4:15 p.m. &  

Tue 2/10, 11 a.m. 
 
Attendance at both talks is required. No regular 

class meeting that week. More information, 
including location and readings, TBA. 




