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Repairing Plagiarism
Below are two passages.  The second passage is from your text, Seeing Through Statistics by Jessica Utts.  The first passage is a paraphrase of the second.  It seems to me that the first is too close to the second to escape plagiarism.  Your task is to rewrite the original passage in your own words without plagiarizing (email it to me and Erik by midnight on Wednesday 11/14/2007).  You may use quotations, but they are not necessary.  Obviously, whether the passage is quoted from or paraphrased, Utts should be cited within the text (as was done correctly with the paraphrase).
Paraphrase:

Currently, the majority of national polling organizations use the sampling method of random digit dialing, a technique requiring both telephones and computers.  A list of all possible telephone exchanges is made and the proportion of households within each exchange is approximated.  Next, a computer creates a sample with the same proportions.  Finally, the remaining digits are randomly generated and the call is placed.  If the telephone is not answered, a thorough poll will make multiple attempts to that same number.  (Utts, 2005, p.67)

Original Text:

Most of the national polling organizations in the United States now use a method of sampling called random digit dialing.  This method results in a sample that approximates a simple random sample of all households in the United States that have telephones.  The method proceeds as follows.  First, they make a list of all possible telephone exchanges, where the exchange consists of the area code and the next three digits.  Using numbers listed in the white pages, they can approximate the proportion of all households in the country that have each exchange.  They then use a computer to generate a sample that has approximately those same proportions.  Next, they use the same method to randomly sample banks within each exchange, where a bank consists of the next two numbers.  Phone companies assign numbers using banks so that certain banks are mainly assigned to businesses, certain ones are held for future neighborhoods, and so on.  Finally to complete the number, the computer randomly generates two digits from 00 to 99.

Once a phone number has been determined, a well-conducted poll will make multiple attempts to reach someone at that household.  Sometimes they will ask to speak to a male because females are more likely to answer the phone and would thus be overrepresented.
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Re-paraphrase 1
Many national polling organizations use random digit dialing to get random sampling groups from United States households with telephones.  From a list of all telephone exchanges, pollsters use computers to randomly generate the last digits of phone numbers proportionate to the number in the white pages.  They make several attempts to reach someone in the household and to alternate between males and females.  (Utts, 2005, p. 67)

Re-paraphrase 2

The majority of U.S. polling organizations employ a process called random digit dialing to collect data. While this method cannot be used to survey all households in the United States, it does result in a fairly clear picture of the houses that have telephones. To use random digit dialing, a polling organization must make a list of all possible partial telephone numbers- specifically the area code and next three digits. The proportion of U.S. households that could be called by each of these combinations is then calculated, and a computer generates a sample of congruent proportions. The remaining digits of the phone number are randomly generated and the polling organization places the call. If nobody is there to answer the phone, the polling organization is obligated to continue to call the number. (Utts, 2005, p.67)

