Assignment(s) for Paper #1
ID1 – Stats in the Real World

Professor Hardin

Fall 2007

First some general thoughts applicable to many of the first versions of paper #1:

* Remember you want an ARGUMENT.  Summaries can be lovely, but they usually aren’t very interesting.  If you can’t think of a counter-argument to your thesis, you probably don’t have an argument.

* For each paragraph, write down 2-3 words that summarize what the paragraph is arguing about the thesis statement.  

* One idea per paragraph.  In general, paragraphs should be short.  If yours are long, think about making them into 2 different paragraphs.

* “Though G & A have many similarities…” as part of a thesis statement is too general.  Tell me exactly what similarities you are going to discuss in your paper.  

* In the intro it is okay (and maybe even appropriate) for you to say that the author introduces a character or whatever.  But don’t do it throughout the book.  We *know* you are talking about the book and author.  Saying the author’s name (or the story’s name) too often makes your paper read like a plot summary or book report.

* EVERY idea should be backed up by evidence from the story.  You can’t just say “Alexey gambled for Polina’s love” without a quote or description which argues your point.

Technical aspects:

* only if two complete sentences are connected with an and or but do you use a comma

* Broad, sweeping, general statements often don’t say anything

* no “this”, “that”, “these”,…!!!

Due Thursday 10/11:

* Bring to class a hard copy of:

-- Your introductory paragraph

-- 4-8 bullet points that summarize the main points of your argument.  Each bullet point should be no more than a sentence or two.

Due Tuesday 10/16:

The final version of paper #1 is due electronically to me and Erik.  In class on Tuesday you should turn in:

-- The printout of your abstract / comments

-- The printout of the first complete version / comments

-- The handout with your peer edits

